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Abstract One specimen belonging to the subfamily Coloninae was discovered 
from the Ryukyus for the first time. A new species, Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi sp. nov., 
is described based on that specimen. As a result of the description of this new species, the 
Japanese species of Co/on become seven in number. 


The subfamily Coloninae of the family Leiodidae is composed of two genera, 
Colon HERBST, 1797 and Colonellus SZYMCZAKOWSKI, 1964, and includes 140 known 
species in the world (SZYMCZAKOWSKI, 1964; NEWTON, 1998; PECK, 1997, 1999). The 
genus Colonellus has only four species recorded from the Oriental Region (SZYMCZA- 
KOWSKI, 1964, 1972; Peck, 1997), and most species of the Coloninae belong to the 
genus Colon. 

In East Asia excluding Japan, seven species of the genus Colon have been 
recorded from Mongolia and China (SCHWEIGER, 1960; SzyMczAKowskI, 1964, 1971, 
1981). In Japan, HisAMATSU (1970) recorded Colon for the first time from Honshu, 
with description of one species, C. (Myloechus) japonicum. Later, NAKANE (1982) and 
HISAMATSU (1985) described three and one species, respectively, and NISHIKAWA 
(1988) recorded one known species, C. (M.) appendiculatum (SAHLBERG, 1834), from 
Japan. As the result, six species of Colon have been known to occur in Japan. How- 
ever, all of them were collected from Honshu, Shikoku and Kyushu, and none from the 
Ryukyus. 

Recently, I examined the Ryukyuan beetles collected by Mr. H. MAKIHARA, and 
found one male specimen of Colon belonging to a new member of this genus. There- 
fore, I will describe it in this paper as a new species, under the name Colon (My- 
loechus) tametomoi sp. nov. 

The holotype used in this study is deposited in the collections of the Museum of 
Nature and Human Activities, Hy6go (MNHA). The terminology of the aedeagus fol- 
lows that of PECK and STEPHAN (1996). 

Before entering into the text, | acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. Hiroshi 
MAKIHARA (Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute, Japan) for his kind coop- 
eration in offering the specimen for the present study. 
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Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi HOSHINA, sp. nov. 


[Japanese name: Amami-higebuto-chibishidemushi] 
(Figs. 1-7) 


Male. Coloration:— Pronotum and elytra dark brown; head a little darker than 
pronotum; neck black; coxae, trochanter and femora dark reddish-brown; tibiae and 
tarsi reddish brown; meso-metasterna a little lighter than coxae; venter reddish brown; 
Ist-2nd segments of antennae brown; 3rd to 10th segments reddish brown; 11th seg- 
ment a little lighter than 10th. 

Measurements of holotype:— Body 4.0mm in length and 1.8mm in width; head 
0.68 mm in length (excluding the length of mandibles); pronotum 1.2 mm in length and 
1.7mm in width; elytra 2.4mm in length and 1.8 mm in width. 


Body about 2.2 times as long as wide (Fig. 1), with dense and yellowish pubes- 
cence on dorsum. 





Fig. 1. Habitus of Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi sp. nov. 
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Head with punctures sparser and more minuter than those of pronotum; clypeus 
almost straight on anterior margin; antennae 1.1 mm in length; 1st-3rd segments of an- 
tennae longer than wide and other segments wider than long (Fig. 2); relative lengths 
of segments from 2nd to 11th as follows:— 1.7: 1.5: 1.0: 1.2: 0.70: 1.2: 2.0: 2.0: 1.8: 
2.3; relative widths of segments from 2nd to 11th as follows: 1.0: 1.1: 1.4: 1.7: 1.8: 
2.3: 3.2: 3.5: 3.1: 2.9; 11th segment hemispherical and rounded apically. 

Pronotum widest at about basal fifth of lateral margins (Fig. 1), curved and nar- 
rowed towards apex along lateral margins from there, and simply rounded at postero- 
lateral corners, slightly expanded posteriorly near scutellum (Fig. 3); punctures of 
pronotum dense and strongly impressed; prosternum pubescent, almost smooth and 
impunctate, with a pit near apical-external corner of each procoxa. 

Elytra a littler wider than pronotum, widest at about basal fourth of lateral mar- 
gins; punctures of elytra as those of pronotum; sutural stria distinct and feebly curved, 
its length about 0.75 times as long as elytra. 

Mesosternum microreticulate and less pubescent; metasternum minutely punctate, 
densely pubescent and weakly microreticulate, convex in the middle area, but almost 
smooth, glabrous and impunctate near anterior margins of metacoxae; metepisternum 
flat, 0.15 mm in width. 

Legs densely pubescent; front tibiae narrowed from the apex towards basal third 
along inner margins and almost straight from basal third towards the base along both 
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Figs. 2-4. Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi sp. nov.; 2, antennae; 3, pronotum; 4, hind legs. Scale A: 
0.5mm for Fig. 2. Scale B: 1 mm for Fig. 4. 
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Figs. 5-7. Aedeagus of Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi sp. nov.; 5, lateral view; 6, ventral view: 7, dorsal 
view. Scale: 0.5 mm. 


lateral margins; middle and hind tibiae simply and feebly narrowed from the apex to- 
wards the base; hind femora each with two teeth along posterior margin at the apex 
and apical three-sevenths, respectively (Fig. 4); protarsi with basal three segments ex- 
panded. 

Aedeagus about 0.86 mm in length and 0.42 mm in ventral and dorsal views (Figs. 
5-7); basal bulb oval and simply and slightly curved along lateral margins in ventral 
and dorsal views; parameres sharply curved along dorsal margins and feebly curved 
along ventral margins, pointed apically in lateral view; inner blade of parameres pubes- 
cent finely and densely. 

Female. Unknown. 

Distribution. Japan: Ryukyus (Amami-Oshima Is.). 

Type specimen. Holotype: ő, Mt. Yuwandake, Amami-Oshima Is., Kagoshima 
Pref., 28-VI-1973, H. MAKIHARA leg. (MNHA). 

Remarks. Colon (Myloechus) tametomoi sp. nov. is the first species of the genus 
in the Ryukyus and related to C. (M.) hiraii NAKANE, 1982, but can be distinguished by 
having the hind femur with two teeth along the posterior margin (Fig. 4), instead of 
one in C. (M.) hiraii. This new species is also similar to C. (M.) repostum SZYMCZA- 
KOWSKI, 1981, but the body length is 4.0 mm, instead of 2.3 mm in the latter. 

Etymology. This new species is named after the brave man, Tametomo MI- 
NAMOTO (1139-1177) who played an active part in the Ryukyus in the Japanese legend. 
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RREAN IY VED ILVE rFT FEV FA VERNO 5 ORAL MMO 
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CIMSNTWK. HWET, PAREMA - MRR ROILA YavYOWI, BRKBE 
EFTRFEY FAY IMHO S BAD IMB SNK. FO CHKHRIS T, Colon (Myloechus) 
tametomoi sp.nov. (AIM 2 7VLeEFTRFEYV PAY) ERBALTHMLZA. 
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